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Fig. 1. Western blots showed that collagen III and desmin amounts were less in both the cardinal ligament and vaginal wall from pelvic organ prolapse (POP)
women, when compared with those from non-POP women. ECM=extracellular matrix.
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ECM protein collagen III and desmin in POP

ECM amount Collagen III Desmin

Cardinal  lig.

non-POP 100% 100%
POP 40% 45%

Vaginal wall

non-POP 87% 72%
POP 47% 46%

Note: cardinal ligament in non-POP was used as reference
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Fig. 2. Immuno-histochemistry (IHC) study, α-smooth muscle actin (α-SMA) represented the amount of myofibroblasts. Myofibroblasts in the cardinal ligament
from pelvic organ prolapse (POP) women were higher than from non-POP women. The myofibroblasts in the vaginal wall were not different in either POP or
non-POP women.
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